M.E. Dy & CO.

UNLOCKING OPPORTUNITY:
HOW FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS
CAN PROTECT IMPORTERS AMID
TARIFF UNCERTAINTY

WHY FTAs MATTER?

Global trade is being reshaped by tariffs, shifting alliances,
and geopolitical tensions. For importers, this often means
rising costs and unpredictable duty rates. FTAs can help:

* Lower Costs: Many FTAs eliminate or reduce tariffs,
putting money back in your pocket.

Smoother Customs Clearance: Harmonized
procedures can reduce delays and streamline border
crossings.

Market Access: Preferential treatment can expand
where and how you sell, giving you an edge over
competitors.

For importers, FTAs are more than a policy tool — they're a

In today’s volatile trade environment,
importers face constant questions about
costs, duties, and compliance. Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) offer a powerful way to
reduce risk and unlock growth —but only
if you know how to use them.

THE COMPLIANCE CHALLENGE

To claim FTA benefits, importers must meet Rules of Origin
(ROQO). That means proving your goods contain the right
amount of qualifying materials or are sufficiently transformed
in a partner country.

e Documentation is critical — supplier declarations, bills of
material, and certificates of origin must be maintained,
often for years.

e Errors can lead to penalties or loss of preferential
treatment.

e Compliance can be complex, but getting it right can
translate directly into cost savings.

way to stay competitive when uncertainty is the norm.

BEST PRACTICES FOR IMPORTERS

Identify Applicable FTAs - Map your trade lanes
against agreements in force.

Check Rules of Origin Early - Don’t wait until customs
asks for proof.

Maintain Robust Records - Be audit-ready at all times.

Leverage Technology & Experts — Tools and trade
partners can simplify eligibility checks and compliance.

HOW M.E. DEY CAN HELP

A SHIFTING LANDSCAPE

FTAs aren’t standing still. Recent and emerging agreements
— from the U.S.-UK deal to modernized EU pacts — are
expanding beyond tariffs to include:

e  Sustainability and green trade initiatives
e Digital commerce and services

e Access to critical raw materials

For importers, this means opportunities are growing, but so
are the rules of the game.

*  Pinpoint which agreements apply to your imports

e Verify compliance with Rules of Origin

At M.E. Dey, we understand that FTAs are

both an opportunity and a responsibility. ®  Maintain the documentation required for audit defense

Our team can help you:

* Identify potential duty savings that keep you competitive
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