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WPM – such as, crates, 
boxes, and pieces of wood 
used to support or brace 
cargo – being imported into 
the United States shall be 
properly heat treated or 
fumigated with methyl 
bromide and include a WPM 
mark displayed in a visible, 
legible, and permanent 
manner.  CBP may issue 
penalties for failure to export 
promptly against the importer.  
Penalties may be as much as 
3 times the value of the 

product.     The critical elements of this world wide standard mark:  
 

1. The International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) logo; 

2. The ISO two-letter country code for the country that produced the 
wood packing material followed by a unique number code;  

3. The unique number code is assigned by the country’s National Plant 
Protection Organization (NPPO) to the producer of the wood 
packaging material, who is responsible for ensuring appropriate wood 
is used and properly marked.  Therefore, this code allows a trace 
back to the facility that treated and stamped the WPM; and 

4. An abbreviation that discloses the type of treatment (HT for heat 
treatment or MB for methyl bromide fumigation; Guatemala is 
approved to use TT in place of HT or BM in place of MB). 

:  
Here is the format of an  
acceptable WPM mark 

Unacceptable WPM mark Illegible WPM mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH 7 C.F.R. §319.40-3 
Regulated WPM must be properly marked to indicate that it has been either heat 
treated or treated with methyl bromide.  There are three categories under WPM 
for this enforcement: 
 

1) UNMARKED: WPM that is encountered by CBP during the course of 
inspection and found not bearing the required treatment and markings 
required under 7 C.F.R. §319.40-3(b)(1) and C.F.R. §319.40-3(b)(2) 
 
2) INAPPROPRIATELY MARKED: WPM that is encountered by CBP 
during the course of inspection and found to be inappropriately marked or 
illegibly marked is assumed to be untreated by either of the approved 
methods identified under 7 C.F.R §319.40-3(b)(1); and  
 
3) INFESTED: WPM that is infested with a named pest confirms that the 
WPM has not been treated in accordance with 7 C.F.R §319.40-3(b)(1).  
Named pests are live wood boring pests of the families Cerambycidae, 
Buprestidae, Siricidae, Cossidae, Curculionidae, Platypodidae, Sesiidae, 
or Scolytidae.   
 

Section 319.40-3(b)(3) provides for immediate export of WPM that does not 
contain the required mark.  Marked WPM containing pests in the above 
mentioned families is considered WPM that has not been treated and marked in 
accordance with §319.40-3, and shall be immediately exported pursuant to 
§319.40-3(b)(3).  The importer of record, carrier, or bonded custodian is 
responsible for any costs or charges associated with export.  
 
ASSESSING LIQUIDATED DAMAGES 
If the Importer has received an Emergency Action Notification (EAN) requiring 
export of the violative WPM but fails to do so, CBP may issue a liquidated 
damages claim against that party.   
 
ISPM 15 REQUIREMENTS APPLY TO ALL SPECIES OF CONIFEROUS 
(SOFTWOOD) AND NON-CONIFEROUS (HARDWOOD) PACKAGING 
MATERIALS. 
ISPM 15 of the International Standards of Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) and 
any associated amendments, revisions or exemptions identified by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). 
 


